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Federal Railroad Administration, DOT § 225.11

1 The National Transportation Safety
Board requires certain railroad accidents to
be reported by telephone at the same toll
free number (See Title 49, Code of Federal
Regulations Part 840).

2 FRA Locomotive Safety Standards re-
quire certain locomotive accidents to be re-
ported by telephone at the same toll free
number (See Title 49, Code of Federal Regu-
lations, § 229.17.)

in the current ‘‘FRA Guide for Preparing Ac-
cident/Incident Reports,’’ except for Cause
Code 506.
(Secs. 11144 and 11145, subtitle IV of Title 49
(49 U.S.C. 11144 and 11145); secs. 1 and 6, Acci-
dent Reports Act (45 U.S.C. 431 and 437); sec.
6(e) and (f), Department of Transportation
Act (49 U.S.C. 1655(e) and (f)); sec. 1.49(g) and
(m), regulations of the Office of the Sec-
retary of Transportation (49 CFR 1.49(g) and
(m))

[39 FR 43224, Dec. 11, 1974, as amended at 51
FR 47019, Dec. 30, 1986; 53 FR 28601, July 28,
1988; 53 FR 48548, Dec. 1, 1988; 55 FR 37827,
Sept. 13, 1990; 55 FR 52487, Dec. 21, 1990]

§ 225.7 Public examination and use of
reports.

(a) Accident/Incident reports made by
railroads in compliance with these
rules shall be available to the public in
the manner prescribed by part 7 of this
title. Accident/Incident reports may be
inspected at the Office of Safety, Fed-
eral Railroad Administration, 400 Sev-
enth Street, SW., Washington, DC
20590. Written requests for a copy of a
report should be addressed to the Free-
dom of Information Officer, Office of
Chief Counsel, FRA, 400 Seventh
Street, SW., Washington, DC 20590, and
be accompanied by the appropriate fee
prescribed in part 7 of this title. To fa-
cilitate expedited handling, each re-
quest should be clearly marked ‘‘Re-
quest for Accident/Incident Report.’’

(b) 49 U.S.C. 20903 provides that
monthly reports filed by railroads
under § 225.11 may not be admitted as
evidence or used for any purpose in any
action for damages growing out of any
matters mentioned in these monthly
reports. The Employee Human Factor
Attachment, Notice, and Employee
Supplement under § 225.12 are part of
the reporting railroad’s accident report
to FRA pursuant to the 49 U.S.C. 20901
and, as such, shall not ‘‘be admitted as
evidence or used for any purpose in any
suit or action for damages growing out
of any matter mentioned in said report
* * *.’’ 49 U.S.C. 20903.

[39 FR 43224, Dec. 11, 1974, as amended at 51
FR 47019, Dec. 30, 1986; 53 FR 28601, July 28,
1988; 55 FR 37827, Sept. 13, 1990; 55 FR 52487,
Dec. 21, 1990; 61 FR 30969, June 18, 1996]

EFFECTIVE DATE NOTE: At 61 FR 30969, June
18, 1996, in § 225.7, paragraph (a) was amended
by removing ‘‘Executive Director’’ in the
third sentence and adding in its place ‘‘Free-

dom of Information Officer, Office of Chief
Counsel’’; paragraph (b) was amended by re-
moving ‘‘Section 4 of the Accidents Reports
Act (36 Stat. 351, 45 U.S.C. 41)’’ in the first
sentence and adding in its place ‘‘49 U.S.C.
20903’’, removing ‘‘Accident Reports Act’’ in
the second sentence and adding in its place
‘‘49 U.S.C. 20901’’ and removing the ‘‘45 U.S.C.
41’’ from the last sentence and adding in its
place ‘‘49 U.S.C. 20903’’, effective Jan. 1, 1997.

§ 225.9 Telephonic reports of certain
accidents/incidents.1, 2

(a) Each railroad must report imme-
diately by toll free telephone, Area
Code 800–424–0201, whenever it learns of
the occurrence of an accident/incident
arising from the operation of the rail-
road that results in the:

(1) Death of rail passenger or em-
ployee; or

(2) Death or injury of five or more
persons.

(b) Each report must state the:
(1) Name of the railroad;
(2) Name, title, and telephone num-

ber of the individual making the re-
port;

(3) Time, date, and location of acci-
dent/incident;

(4) Circumstances of the accident/in-
cident; and

(5) Number of persons killed or in-
jured.

[39 FR 43224, Dec. 11, 1974, as amended at 41
FR 15847, Apr. 15, 1976; 49 FR 48939, Dec. 17,
1984]

§ 225.11 Reporting of accidents/inci-
dents.

Each railroad subject to this part
shall submit to FRA a monthly report
of all railroad accidents/incidents de-
scribed in § 225.19. The report shall be
made on the forms prescribed in § 225.21
in hard copy or, alternatively, by
means of magnetic media or electronic
submission, as prescribed in § 225.37,
and shall be submitted within 30 days
after expiration of the month during
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